
Some. Good. News.  
 

I stumbled upon a new YouTube series by John Krasinski (an American actor) entitled “Some
Good News.”  Krasinski is one of those celebrities who in every interview, article or red-carpet
event is exceedingly positive.  As I was scrolling for news before bed last night, I came across
the new series that Krasinski seems to be producing from his home with a logo in the
background made by his children that reads “SGN” (Some Good News) in rainbow colors. 
Everyone could use some good news right now.  His mantra: “No matter how tough life can
get, there’s always good in the world.”

 
During his broadcast, he proceeded to tell current stories that were inspiring and brought people joy.  One
story was of a hospital in Spain where police officers lined the driveway of a clinic and flashed their lights in
support of health care workers as they changed shifts.  Another story showed the homecoming of a teenage girl
(Coco) returning from the hospital to streets lined with cars filled with friends and family in celebration of her
last chemotherapy treatment.  They honked their horns, presented “Welcome Home” signs out the car
windows and joined in the celebration of her return from the hospital.  While interviewing Coco live, all she
wanted to do was thank her health care workers who had taken such good care of her during her time in the
hospital.  What an inspiration amidst the ever fluid situation of COVID 19 in recent weeks.
 
This global pandemic, not unlike weddings or funerals, is bringing out both the best and worst in people. The
Coronavirus disease itself, stories of hoarding groceries, parents experiencing distance learning for the first
time and mandated isolation are extremely stressful and we are all handling it differently.  It’s all about our
mindset.
 
Just as we have utilized Carol S. Dweck’s concepts from her best-selling book Mindset: The New Psychology 
of Success for student achievement in the classroom, our adult mindset has everything to do with how we
handle adversity.  It’s the difference between “I can’t” and “I need to learn how.”  Some of us are paralyzed by
fear (I can’t).  Others are frustrated because now that our kids are home, we have no alone time (I can’t). 
Alternatively, many have been reminded that this is a season in our lives and it, too, shall pass (I need to learn
how).  Even others have taken that concept a step further to make sure they are focused on what is truly
important during this time:  health and safety of themselves and serving those around them (I need to learn
how in this new paradigm).
 
What good news can we share as a community as we are trying to support one another from afar?  What
examples could we be modeling for our children?  Our third grade music video of “Be Strong and Courageous”
produced by student Jack Kinney is good news! Last evening, our family along with other church members,
participated in a surprise 50th wedding anniversary parade from our cars.  They loved it. That’s good news!
Today one of our classes is participating in a similar parade for a student’s birthday.  Again, good news!  One 
of our 6th grade students, Colton Meyer, reached out to Senior Concerns this week to see how BCS students
and families can help those who are quarantined and cannot have visitors – this could spread good news!  
(See details for this and other opportunities in the newsletter.) Let’s not be incapacitated by our mindsets
during this time.  Wouldn’t it be great to look back and remember how we all stepped in and helped each other
and our surrounding community instead of shrinking back?  I’m certain that’s what Jesus would have done.
 
It was a relief to watch “Some Good News.”  It brought me joy, as I know it did many others.  When I
continued to reflect on this, my mind immediately diverted to the ultimate Good News we have in 
Christ – that he died, was buried and rose again to save us from our sins.  Honestly, this is the end-all be-all of
good news!  The miracle of Jesus’ resurrection, so important it was recorded in all four gospels, is the best news
of all!  Knowing this, our faith should be stronger than ever and our stress should be lifted.  Our mind set
should never have to return to “I can’t” but should transform to “I need to learn how.”  How will your children
remember you today?
 
Principal 
Tara C. Morrow 
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beep, beep

waves +

cheers
C O M I N G  Y O U R  W A Y

WHEN?       THURSDAY, APRIL 9TH
WHERE?     BCS PARKING LOT
 
PRESCHOOL           10:30 AM
K-3                                 11:00 AM 
4-7                                  11:30 AM

Happy 
Easter Break!

S O C I A L  

D I S T A N C I N G

B C S  C U R B  P A R A D E

Come drive thru our BCS curb parade and say
hello to your favorite Bethany Christian School
teachers and staff, all while staying 6 feet
apart! We can't wait to see you there.

we miss you

Senior Concerns
 

Hello, my name is Colton Meyer and I am a 6th grader at Bethany. Senior Concerns could use our
help.  Many of the seniors are isolated in their homes and would love to receive a card or letter.
The letters can be sent directly from you and addressed as follows:
 
 Senior Concerns
401 Hodencamp Rd.
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360
Attn: A senior at home
 
I will call Senior Concerns next week to see how many letters they have received and see if they
would like us to continue sending them.
 
Thank you for your cooperation!
Colton M. 

 



NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

 

DISTANCE LEARNING!
 

Student learning will continue
online as directed by teachers.
Please visit our class websites for
daily updates.
 

www.bethanychristianschoolto.org

CREATIVE CONTENT CONTEST WAS AN
AWARD WINNING PERFORMANCE

Aria Walters
Ashlyn Francis
Jack Kinney and the 3rd Grade Class

We can't thank you enough for your fantastic
participation in our creative content contest
this past week. High praises to all contestants.
The submissions were truly top notch! A special
congratulations to our winners and honorable
mention:

OUR NEW PLAYGROUND SLIDE IS IN!!

Thank you for the many hands and feet
to get our new slide in place. We are so
thankful for all their hard work! 

https://www.bethanychristianschoolto.org/


 
 

Many of you have been stretched outside of your comfort zone as you are learning new technology for
eLearning. Thank you so much for your willingness to try and your tenacity. We are all in this together! In the
world of distance learning, teachers are navigating many choices. One teacher may choose to teach their
students live via a conference call. But more often, teachers prefer to record a video of their lessons. At
Bethany, generally, teachers are finding it more effective to record videos of their lessons. There are sections
of our curriculum that are conducive to large-group calls, such as a literature discussion. But our teachers
video most of their lessons. Based on parent feedback, families are finding this is providing flexibility for
them in the home, rather than being confined to a strict schedule. 
 
Here are a couple benefits to recorded lessons:
 
1) Students may pause the instruction video at any time, rewind to hear the content repeated, or chose to
watch the lesson when it is convenient for them.
 
2) Invariably, live sessions, especially in the K-8 grade levels, are interrupted by silly faces, comments, or
younger sibling interruptions which take the entire class off-task. Teachers are working with students on this
aspect.
 
Do we acknowledge the benefits of a live class conference? 
 
Yes! We know that seeing the faces of friends is an important component during this uncertain time. We want
our students to feel connected.  Across each grade level, our hope is to provide a teacher-directed Google
Meet call by the end of this week. But please do not rely on teachers to set up social interactions. If a room
parent (or other parents) would like to schedule video calls outside of school hours (8:30-2:00pm), that
would be ideal. Our teachers are spending hours transitioning lessons to the online platforms and respond to
dozens, if not hundreds of student and parent requests each day.
 
Why does Bethany use Google Meet?
 
Our teachers use Google Meet and Google Hangout because we are a Google-based school. Our student
emails are under the Google umbrella. Thus, when teachers invite students in our upper grades to a Hangout,
no one from outside of our bcsto domain can join. It is a layer of safety that we value. The main difference in
reviewing Zoom vs. Google Meet has been the "Grid View" where you can see all participants on Zoom, but
only four on Meet. But there is a solution:  a Chrome extension is available in the Chrome Extension store
called "Google Meet Grid View" (free) and it will automatically appear on your Meet window once it is
installed. Then you may see over 75 participants on a grid. 
 
Here is a link to the Chrome Store: http://tiny.cc/aywbmz
 
Thank you for your hard work and grace as we have transitioned to eLearning over the past two weeks. We
are seeing improvements and successes every single day. We are dedicated to providing eLearning that is
researched base and best for the students in our community. 
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with our AMAZING
Tech Specialist Mrs. Roeske

http://tiny.cc/aywbmz


E-LEARNING IN PHOTOS...
 
WE LOVE TO SEE YOUR AT HOME WORK SPACE. 
SEND US MORE TO BULLDOGS@BCSTO.ORG




